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MALAWI, a desperately poor country in southeast 

Africa, is nearly 8,000 miles from Western Mass. But since 

2004, when a woman from Ireland named Mags Riordan 

came to the Big E to raise funds to build a health center to 

honor her late son, the distance between Cape Maclear and 

the Pioneer Valley has grown smaller. Thanks in part to Billy’s 

Malawi Project USA, the clinic’s West Springfi eld, Mass.-

based 501(c) 3 charitable arm, the Billy Riordan Memorial 

Clinic has been operating 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week, for 14 years. In addition to a small administrative staff 

and a rotation of volunteer physicians and nurses, the clinic 

employs and trains more than 32 local people, including 

patient care attendants, laboratory assistants, translators, 

etc. The clinic’s services include: primary medical care, 

inpatient treatment, vision services, supplemental feeding 

programs, family planning, HIV/AIDS treatment and an 

aggressive program to treat and prevent bilharzia.

To date, Billy’s Malawi Project USA has provided funds 

addressing a number of pressing needs, for example: 

3 Purchasing solar panels that enable the clinic to 

function independently of Malawi’s unreliable 

electrical infrastructure.

3 Building an HIV/AIDS clinic, which, in partnership 

with USAID and the Baylor College of Medicine, 

addresses the HIV/AIDS scourge at its epicenter.

3 Obtaining a new vehicle to transport patients 

between Chembe Village and large hospitals 

elsewhere in the country.

3 Underwriting the cost of perimeter fencing and an 

improved entranceway to the property.

BillysMalawiProjectUSA2@gmail.com 

WORTH 
KNOWING…
3 Malawi is the sixth poorest country in the world.
3 The average annual per capita income is $700.
3 The overall literacy rate is 45 percent. One 

in seven females and one in fi ve males 
completes primary school.

3 People in Cape Maclear get by on 
subsistence farming and fi shing.

3 Twenty percent of the local population does not 
meet the minimum daily food requirement.

3 There is one doctor for every 800,000 
residents of Malawi.

3 The average life expectancy is between 
48 and 52 years of age.

3 The under-5 mortality rate is 210 for every 
1000 births. 

3 The Billy Riordan Memorial Clinic treats more 
than 20,000 patients per year. 60% of our 
patients are babies and children.
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